Mermaid Tail Water Bottle Cozy

Crochet pattern by Osage County Crochet

Meet the maker!
My name is Sadie and I am the designer behind Osage County
Crochet. I’ m a crochet enthusiast! As well as a full-time wife, mother,
homemaker, and autism advocate/ally! When I am not
homeschooling my kiddos, I design free as well as paid crochet
patterns! Needless to say, I am constantly running around like a
chicken with its head chopped off! If you would like to partake in
the madness that my wonderful life comprises of then please feel
free to follow my social media! I host a new giveaway every single
Saturday!

Check out my social media!
Instagram: www.instagram.com/osagecountycrochet/
Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/osagecountycrochet/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/osagecountycrochet/
Blog: www.osagecountycrochet.com/blog/

Materials:
You will need 125 yards of worsted weight yarn, 3.00 mm crochet
hook, and tapestry needle.

Let’s Talk Yarn!
You will need 125 yards of worsted weight yarn. You could use
acrylic yarn, or you could you #4 medium weight cotton yarn. Be
aware that acrylic yarn is known to stretch more than cotton yarn. I
recommend I LOVE THIS COTTON from Hobby Lobby

Abbreviations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ch: chain
Sc: single crochet
Hdc: half double crochet
Dc: double crochet
Inc: increase (2 hdc in one st)
Dec: decrease (hdc 2 together)
Blo: back loop only
Sl st: slip stitch
Rep: repeat
* = repeat work between asterisks as indicated
( ) = number of stitches you should have at the end of your
round

Notes:
The ch 1/2/3 does not count as a stitch until stated. (Pay close
attention before each round. This water bottle cozy is made by
working in rounds. You will sl st to join after each round. Use 3.00 mm
for entire project.

Gauge:
10 hdc by 10 hdc = 2 inches

Final Measurements:
Not counting the strap this finished water bottle holder measures 9 ½
inches long by 4 ½ inches wide.

Other Important Information:
You will be using the shell stitch in this pattern. Shell stitch: Place 5 dc
into the same stitch. The pattern as written will fit most common size
water bottles but info will be provided on how to adjust your cozy to
fit taller water bottles.

Now onto the crochet pattern!
Strap:
Notes:
Use 3.00 mm crochet hook. Make one. The strap comes in two sizes!
The strap is worked in rows and the ch 1 before each row doesn’t
count as a stitch. You can make the strap as long or as short as you
need it to be. Just make your starting ch as long as you would like
your strap to be. You could even purchase a purse chain/strap for a
stronger water bottle holder!
Row 1: For child size ch 91. For adult size ch 151. Place 1 hdc into
the 2 nd ch from your hook. Hdc across. (90 sts, 150 sts)
Break yarn with a long tail for sewing. Set aside for now!

Tail Fin:
Notes:
Use 3.00 mm crochet hook. Make two. The tail fin is worked in rows.
The ch 1 before each row doesn’t count as a stitch. The tail fin is
made by crocheting two pieces and then sewing together to create
a complete tail fin. The entire tail fin is made by working in the back
loops only.

Row 1: Ch 11. Place 1 hdc into the 2rd ch from the hook. Place 1 hdc
into each remaining st of the row. (10 sts)

Row 2: Ch 1 and turn your work. In the blo place 1 hdc into the next
9 sts. Then place 3 hdc into the last st of the row. (12 sts)

Row 3: Ch 1 and turn your work. In the blo place 1 hdc into each st
of the row. (12 sts)

Row 4: Ch 1 and turn your work. In the blo place 1 hdc into the next
11 sts. Then place 3 hdc into the last st of the row. (14 sts)

Row 5: Ch 1 and turn your work. In the blo place 1 hdc into each
st of the row. (14 sts)

Row 6: Ch 1 and turn your work. In the blo place 1 hdc into the
next 13 sts. Then place 3 hdc into the last st of the row. (16 sts)

Row 7: Ch 1 and turn your work. Place 1 hdc into each st of the row.
(16 sts)

Row 8: Ch 1 and turn your work. Place 1 hdc into the next 15 sts.
Then place 3 hdc into the last st of the row. (18 sts)

Row 9: Ch 1 and turn your work. Place 1 hdc into each st of the row.
(18 sts)
Break yarn with a long tail for sewing! See image below!

Once you have both your fins complete you will place your short
ends together and sew them securely together. See image below!

Now take a length of yarn. Begin weaving it in and out across the
bottom of the fin. Similarly, to a running stitch. Gently pull the yarn to
create a ripple effect. See image below!

Your tail fin is now complete. Set it aside for now!

Water Bottle Cozy:
Starting Chain: Ch 42. Sl st to join. Make sure your work in not twisted.
Round 1: Ch 1 and place 1 single crochet into each st of the round.
Sl st into the 1st sc to join. (42 sts)
Round 2: Ch 1. Place 1 sc into each st of the round. (42 sts)
Round 3: Ch 1. Make 1 sc in the same stitch, *Skip the next 2
stitches. Work a group of five double crochets (shell stitch) into
the next stitch, skip 2 stitches, make 1 sc in the next stitch * rep

The ch 3 will count as a stitch for Round 4!
Round 4: Ch 3. Make 2 dc in the same stitch forming another half
shell. Skip the next 2 stitches, make 1 sc in the next stitch *Skip
the next 2 stitches. Work a group of five double crochets
(another shell) into the next stitch, skip 2 stitches, make 1 sc in
the next stitch * rep

When you reach the end of the row, work 2 dc into the
chain that forms below the 3 chains. Sl st in the 3rd chain.

Round 5-15: Repeat Round 3 & 4 over and over again until you
have completed 15 rows.

Notes:
This water bottle cozy will fit most standard water bottles but now
is a good time to gently place your water bottle inside the cozy
to see if you need to add more length rounds before, we move
on to the decrease rounds. My cozy fit both my daughters
reusable water bottle as well as a standard plastic one. See
examples below! Again, remember acrylic yarn does stretch
more than cotton!

If you find that you need your cozy to be longer keep alternating
Round 3 & 4 until you reach desired length!

Now let’s start decreasing!

Round 16: Ch 2. *4 hdc, dec* rep 7 times. Sl st in the first hdc. (35
sts)

Round 17: Ch 2. *3 hdc, dec * rep 7 times. Sl st in the first hdc. (28
sts)

Round 18: Ch 2. *2 hdc, dec * rep 7 times. Sl st in the first hdc. (21
sts)

Round 19: Ch 1. To close off the bottom of your water bottle cozy
single crochet across through both layers. Sc across. Break yarn
and weave in your ends. See images below!

Assembly:
Now it is time to sew your tail fin onto the bottom of your cozy. Use a
tapestry needle and matching yarn. I like to use stitch markers to like
up the stitches and hold everything in place while I am sewing! See
image below!

Sew across securely. Break yarn and weave in your ends! See image
below!

Now it is time to use your tapestry needle and a matching yarn to
sew the strap securely in place! Make sure your strap is not twisted!

Your Mermaid Tail Water Bottle is now complete!

Other Important Tips:
I always suggest hand washing/spot treating all crochet/hand made
items! Here is a tip for taking nice photos of your water bottle cozy or
selling at craft fairs. Use an insert made of card stock to help show
customers what your product is for! I bought this great template from
The Knotty Boss: https://www.etsy.com/listing/701196820/printablewater-bottle-template-for?ref=shop_home_active_12&crt=1/ This is
not an affiliate link! I just love her printables!
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